THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN ENTENTE OF 1907            217
tiations were well under way.   In passing through Berlin
on October 29, 1906, Izvolski admitted that, owing to fears
of Japan's aggressive intentions, he was compelled to seek
an understanding with England concerning Tibet, Afghanis-
tan, and Persia.204   Grey and Nicolson worked out draft
proposals.205   These provided for the partition of Persia
into spheres of influence.   This idea at first met with no
approval in St. Petersburg.  Russian imperialists demanded
that Persia come entirely under Russian influence, and that
Russia must build a trans-Persian railway and press on to
the Persian Gulf.   But Izvolski believed such an aggressive
policy was impossible of realization and likely to lead to a
conflict with England.   So the English proposal for a par-
tition of Persia into English and Russian spheres of influ-
ence was adopted.206  In March, 1907, the visit of a Russian
fleet to Portsmouth foreshadowed the coming Anglo-Rus-
sian agreement.   Upon King Edward's invitation, a depu-
tation of Russian officers and sailors visited London, were
entertained as guests at the Admiralty, and given a special
show in their honor at the Hippodrome.  After a banquet in
the evening, there was a gala performance for them at the
Alhambra, attended by the First Lord of the Admiralty,
Sir John Fisher, and Sir Edward Grey.   "It has certainly
never happened before," commented the German Ambassa-
dor, "that an English Minister of Foreign Affairs has gone
to a variety theatre to greet foreign guests."207
But, as in the case of the Franco-Russian negotiations
two decades earlier, the divergence in political ideals on the
Seine and the Neva had delayed an understanding, so now
the divergence between English liberalism and Russian
autocracy hampered the conclusion of a settlement. The
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